
 
Our Town Foundation

Our Town Foundation administers the following programs: 

HERITAGE 
TOWNS & 

TOURS 

Hamburg’s Historic      
Non-profit Theater 

“Joust Do It!”  
Artdrenaline Day Camp 

Strand wins Readers’ 
Choice Award 

It’s official!  The Hamburg 
Strand Theater was selected as 
the best movie theater accord-
ing to the Republican Herald’s 
2019 Readers’ Choice survey.   

Every year the Republican Her-
ald newspaper asks its readers 
to vote for their favorite busi-
nesses from a variety of cate-
gories.  This years’ contest 
offered 131 categories with a 
total of 1,800 businesses nomi-
nated. To be included a busi-
ness had to be initially nomi-
nated online or handwritten on 
a print ballot, so every business 
nominated was someone’s top 
choice.  Over 108,000 votes 
were tallied, which is by far the 
most votes they have ever re-
ceived.   

A special thanks to the person 
who nominated the Strand and 
for all of those who submitted a 
vote.  Also, a big thanks goes 
out to Stephanie Adam, Betha-
ny Sholl, and Jake Sholl who 
continue to manage the daily 
operations of the theater.  
Without their dedicated sup-
port, the theater would not be 
as prosperous as it is.    

The Strand theater ticket prices 
remain low at $7 adult and $5 
student.  Concession prices are 
affordable as well, providing a 
family-friendly atmosphere.   

The theater is available to rent 
for community groups and pri-
vate parties.  Contact Bethany 
Sholl, the Theater Manager at 
610-562-4750 or by sending an 
email to hamburg-
strand@outlook.com.   

I’ve enjoyed working at Our 
Town Foundation for the past 
five years, but the time has 
come to focus on my real estate 
career full time. Thus, I will be 
leaving Our Town Foundation 
at the end of May.  

In my time here as the Art         
Director and marketing assis-
tant, I have met many people 
from all aspects of life. I came 
to know the artists from the 
Hamburg Area Arts Alliance, 
the volunteers of the Our Town 
Foundation, especially the Taste 
of Hamburg-er Festival, and the 
area’s business owners. Many 
have become friends and I will 
especially miss working with 
them on a daily basis.  

My new career in real estate 
will not take me far away, how-
ever. I have been a realtor with 
Century 21 Epting Realty for 
the past two years. I enjoy meet-
ing new people, learning from 
them, and helping them where I 
can. That’s really what it’s all 
about.  

Before I started working at Our 
Town Foundation, I was a loan 

processor, helping people get 
approved for mortgages. I also 
have invested in real estate 
over the years, so becoming a 
realtor just seemed to be a nat-
ural fit. I welcome anyone who 
is considering buying or selling 
a home to contact me.  

I have been asked to remain on 
the Taste of Hamburg-er Festi-
val committee, which I will do. 
I also live in the Borough of 
Hamburg, and I will continue 
to frequent the downtown busi-
nesses and promote our com-
munity. So, don’t hesitate to 
say hello when you see me 
around!  

A sad fairwell 
from Dina Madara 

Arts Alliance and the Tri-county 
YMCA. Both organizations will 
have instructors and volunteers 
to creatively engage the area’s 
youth. Outdoor activities are 
scheduled for the morning with a 
brown bag lunch at noon. Some 
of the sports activities include 
catapulting, archery, croquet, 
horseshoes, “jousting,” and 
dodge ball (with the children 
using the shields that they 
make). Afternoon art classes 
include marionettes, castles, 
mosaics, shields, Celtic knots, 
and stained glass (done on My-
lar).  

Registrations will be accepted 
starting now through early June; 
however, students must be regis-
tered by May 31st to be guaran-
teed a camp shirt. The Day 
Camp schedule will start at       9 
am and will conclude each day 
at 3:20 pm. All camp events will 
take place outside at the State 
Street Square, located at 222 – 
228 State Street, in downtown 
Hamburg. Inside classrooms at 

the First Reformed United 
Church of Christ will be pro-
vided if there’s rain or inclem-
ent weather. Cost for camp is 
$75 for all 3 days for the first 
child, $65 each child for two 
children, or $55 each child for 
three or more. This price in-
cludes a free movie at the 
Hamburg Strand Theater and 
an ice cream social on the last 
day. Participants will receive 
an Artdrenaline T-shirt and 
bring home art projects at the 
conclusion of camp. Just like 
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups, 
we know that two very differ-
ent things can be merged to 
create one new fantastic thing!  

Registration forms can be 
found on the home page of 
www.hamburgpa.org or you 
can stop by the Our Town 
Foundation office at 335 State 
Street, Hamburg, to pick up the 
packet.  Call the Our Town 
Foundation at 610-562-3106 
for more information.  

Remember the television 
commercial for Reese’s Pea-
nut Butter Cups? The com-
mercial asked, “Who put your 
peanut butter in my choco-
late?” At the time, they were 
mixing two distinct things 
that, at first, may not have 
appeared as if they belonged 
together.  

With the Second Annual 
Artdrenaline summer art and 
sport camp, parents and 
grandparents might be won-
dering, “Who put your sport 
camp in our art camp?” 
Artdrenaline Youth Art and 
Sport summer day camp is set 
from Wed, June 19th to Fri-
day, June 21st. It is three full 
days of creativity and move-
ment that kids ages six to 
twelve will love. The 2019 
theme is “Joust Do It,” fea-
turing medieval crafts and 
sports.  

Artdrenaline is a joint effort 
between the Hamburg Area 

Several community volunteers assisting with the April 27  
Hamburg Community Clean Up  

Keep Hamburg Beautiful 
Cleanup Day 

and local residents for all of their 
help and support with the clean-
up efforts. Without the dedicated 
volunteers, these semi-annual 
clean-up events would not be 
possible. 

We would also like to thank our 
sponsors: Keep America Beauti-
ful, Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation for the donation 
of supplies (trash bags, gloves 
and vests), the Borough of Ham-
burg for the use of a pavilion at 
the Etchberger Community Park 
and a dumpster, St. John’s 
Thrivent members for their do-
nation of food items for our 
cookout (cupcakes, hot dog rolls, 
condiments and gummi snacks), 
Berks Packaging for donating 
hot dogs and Niagara Bottling 
for donating water. 

The next cleanup is scheduled 
for September 21st.  Contact Lori 
at  otfassistant2@verizon.net, or 
call the Our Town Foundation 
office at 610-562-3106 if you are 

On Saturday, April 27, 42 vol-
unteers took to the streets of 
Hamburg for the semi-annual 
Great American Cleanup Day. 
This is the 7th year the Our 
Town Foundation has part-
nered with Keep Pennsylvania 
Beautiful in efforts to help 
keep the town clean. Volun-
teers from different organiza-
tions, as well as residents, 
helped to collect 54 bags of 
trash and 20 bags of recycling. 
One of the largest areas the 
volunteers cleared was Ham-
burg Manufacturing along 
Route 61; they were able to fill 
over 20 bags with trash alone. 
The cleanup concluded with a 
cookout lunch for all volun-
teers. 

Our Town Foundation would 
like to thank the members and 
staff of Cub Pack 120, The 
Bridge Church, Niagara Bot-
tling, Friends of Kaercher 
Creek, the Reading Blue 
Mountain Northern Railroad 

2018 Artdrenaline camp participants 

Pick your own route, set your 
own pace, and enjoy a wide 
variety of art during the 14th 
Annual Hawk Mountain Arts 
Tour. This free self-guided 
driving tour winds through 
approximately a 25-mile radi-
us within scenic Albany 
Township and endorses sev-
eral stops at home studios 
or host locations where tal-
ented artists display and 
sell their work. The tour 
includes a stop at the Etch-
berger Community Park 
located at 2nd and Island 
Streets in Hamburg where 
eleven Hamburg Area Arts 
Alliance members will be 
displaying and selling their 
work.  Discover photog-
raphy, woodturnings, fabric 
quilting, handmade soaps, 
ceramics, paintings and 
more. The tour will be held 
on Saturday June 1st from 
10 am – 5 pm.   

While at the Etchberger 
Community Park, you can 
grab a bite to eat from the 
local Boy Scout Troup 184 
who will be selling food from 
10 am – 2 pm.  And while in 

Hamburg, be sure to visit 
the Art and Craft Gallery 
of Hamburg to see artwork 
on sale from over 40 local 
artisans and crafters.  

The Hamburg Area Arts 
Alliance’s sector of this 
event is sponsored in part 
by the Berks County Arts 
Fund of Berks County 
Community Foundation 
and the PA Council on the 
Arts. Download the tour 
maps at 
www.hawkmountain.org 

Arts Tour         
June 1st 

mailto:manager@hamburgstrand.org
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Our Town News 

The Hamburg Area Arts Alliance is 

planning the 2nd annual Hamburg 

Hoopla event for Saturday, June 22.  

This one day music festival is held to 

raise recognition for the many Ham-

burg area musicians who currently 

perform or have performed in the 

past.  Last year’s inaugural event saw 

a very good turnout musician wise, 

as there were nine groups that per-

formed throughout the day.  Several 

of the musicians had not performed 

in years, and they were thrilled to be 

back on the stage with their peers. 

John Bailey, a Hamburg musician 

and singer is assisting with organiz-

ing the event.  John is very involved 

in the music scene and has connec-

tions to several bands as well as solo 

performers.  A few of the bands who 

could not attend last year are on the 

schedule for this year including Pawn 

Shop Bound, the Barren Wells, and 

PA Crude.   

Hamburg Hoopla will be held rain or 

shine on State Street Square located 

at 222 - 228 State Street in down-

town Hamburg, beginning at 12 noon 

and continuing through dusk.  Food 

and alcohol will available to pur-

chase.  There will be a few artist 

stands as well.  We encourage eve-

ryone to bring lawn chairs or blan-

kets and spend the day.   

The Alliance receives funding 

through the Berks County Arts 

Fund of the Berks County Commu-

nity Foundation in support of this 

event.  It also receives funding 

through the Pa Council on the Arts 

to support several artistic initia-

tives throughout the town.  In addi-

tion, all of the musicians donate 

their time and talent for the event 

which allows the event to be a free 

admission festival. However, there 

are several expenses incurred in-

cluding renting a sound system, 

having porta-potties on site, and 

advertising; therefore the Alliance 

is seeking sponsorships for the 

event.  There will also be a dona-

tion bucket on site for anyone who 

cares to contribute. 

For additional information on 

Hamburg Hoopla please call the 

Hamburg Area Arts Alliance at 

610-562-3106. 

Dale moved to Tilden Township after 20 
years of enjoying long commutes from the 
Chesapeake Bay area to Washington, DC.  
Originally from Windsor Township and 
Hamburg, he is a graduate of Hamburg 
High School, Pennsylvania State University 
with a BS in Aerospace Engineering and 
Drexel University with a MS degree in 
Physics.   

His professional career began in the aero-
space industries with the Gemini Space 
Program, rocket and airplane designs.  A 
change in career focus began as a civilian 
Physicist position with Air Force at Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, OH, and 
transitioned to the Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA) in Washington, DC.  

He and wife Barbara, originally from Upper 
Bern Township, have lived in Maryland, 
Ohio, Tennessee, Virginia, Hawaii, and 
Michigan.  Overseas assignments included 
Okinawa, Japan, South Korea, Israel, sever-
al European countries and three months in 
Moscow, USSR. 

While at the DIA in Washington, DC he 
was Chief of the Advanced Concept Office 
and the innovative Star Gate unit at Ft. 
Meade, MD; an exploratory project for re-
search and applications of remote viewing, 
an aspect of extrasensory perception (ESP).  

Dale has been featured in several TV docu-
mentaries, Good Morning America, The 
History Channel and various news pro-
grams. Since retirement he has published 
two books, Tracks in the Psychic Wilder-
ness and RIVER DREAMS.  He is a fre-
quent presenter at international confer-
enced, facilities seminars on dreaming and 
remote viewing and prepares articles for 
specialty magazines. Interests include un-
derstanding the symbolic nature of art and 
the creative nature and meaning of dreams.  
Independent research focus is on synchro-
nicities, precognitions and other types of 
enhanced perception.    Currently, he is 
forming a dream study group to explore a 
variety of dreams.    
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Community 
garden is 
growing 

New artist 
member 

 

Dale E. Graff 

One Water 

Submitted by Keith Brobst,  

Water/Wastewater Superintendent,  

Hamburg Municipal Authority 

 

I’ve been hearing the term “One Water” 

being used here and there in the water in-

dustry. So just what does that mean? I did 

some investigating and found that it’s real-

ly a movement to get people to understand 

that water is a finite resource. What you 

flush today someone may drink tomorrow. 

One of the first things I remember from 

high school physics is that matter can be 

neither created nor destroyed and water is 

matter. Therefore, it cannot be created. We 

need to make do and take care of what we 

have. 
 

You may have been hearing about MS4 
and wondering what that’s about. MS4 
stands for Municipal Separate Storm and 
Sanitary Sewers and is an effort to keep 
silt and other contaminants out of our riv-
ers and streams. Why? Because it’s One 
Water. Pollution doesn’t just come from 
industry. It’s also the dirt that goes down 
the storm drain, the run-off from farming, 
the excess fertilizer from your yard and a 
host of other things and none of it belongs 
in the rivers and streams. You may think 
“it’s just a little bit, what can it hurt?”   If 
you do a little bit, and I do a little bit, and 
everyone in town does a little bit it won’t 
take long till the water is unusable. Not 
just for drinking but any other use, like 
irrigation or recreation. It would be terrible 
if you couldn’t fish in the local stream due 
to the pollution. 

So let’s try to think about One Water and 
make sure it’s stays clean and usable! 

Hamburg Hoopla  
A day of  music, dance and FUN !  

After years of planning, the Hamburg Area 
Arts Alliance is pleased to announce the 
launch of their new on-line shopping site 
offering an alternate way to purchase local 
artwork.   

Currently we are offering prints from local 
artists Stew Biehl, Mary Keiser, and Randy 
McCurdy.  The Alliance is only selling a 
selection of prints at this time until they 
become accustomed to the payment and 
shipping process.  After a few transactions 
are completed, they will expand the selling 
options to include most of the artwork that 
is currently for sale in the Art and Craft 
Gallery of Hamburg.  

The prints are $24.99 and include the cost 
of shipping. Visit shophamburg.org today! 

shophamburg.org 

Our Town Foundation has once 
again been designated as an accredit-
ed Main Street America program for 
2019 for meeting rigorous perfor-
mance standards set by the National 
Main Street Center. Each year, the 
National Main Street Center and its 
partners announce the list of accred-
ited Main Street America programs 
to recognize their exemplary com-
mitment to preservation-based eco-
nomic development and community 
revitalization through the Main 
Street Approach. 

“We are proud to acknowledge this 
year’s 840 nationally accredited 
Main Street America programs that 
have worked tirelessly to strengthen 
their communities,  said Patrice 
Frey, President & CEO of the Na-
tional Main Street Center. “These 
programs deserve recognition for 
generating impressive economic 
returns, preserving community char-
acter, and celebrating local history.  
Main Street America Accredited 
communities are part of a powerful 
movement of change makers, and 
their dedication to improving quality 
of life in the places they call home is 
inspiring. 

In 2018 alone, Main Street America 
programs generated $4.93 billion in 
local reinvestment, helped open 

5,310 net new businesses, generat-
ed 25,301 net new jobs, catalyzed 
the rehabilitation of 8,146 historic 
buildings, and clocked 2.2 million 
volunteer hours.  

Our Town Foundation’s perfor-
mance is annually evaluated by the 
Pennsylvania Downtown Center 
which works in partnership with 
the National Main Street Center to 
identify the local programs that 
meet ten national performance 
standards.  Evaluation criteria de-
termines the communities that are 
building comprehensive and sus-
tainable revitalization efforts and 
include standards such as fostering 
strong public-private partnerships, 
documenting programmatic pro-
gress, and actively preserving his-
toric buildings. 

 

OTF receives national 
Main Street accreditation 

The Hamburg Community Garden is grow-
ing on what was once a vacant lot on    
Apple Street.  The idea of a community 
garden arose several years ago during a 
visioning meeting for neighborhood im-
provements.  The idea was put on the back 
burner until Heather Youpa of Hamburg 
approached Our Town Foundation in 2016 
with an implementation plan. Heather, who 
is an advocate for plant based lifestyles, 
spearheaded the project with the assistance 
of her husband, Joshua, and Josh Butz, a 
PA Game Land and Native Plant Preserva-
tionist.  

Many hours of volunteer time and numer-
ous donated supplies were invested in the 
garden over the past two years including 
prepping the area, building the garden box-
es, mulching, getting water to the site, etc. 
Vreeland and Linda Wood of VJ Towing 
& Recovery are donating the use of their 
land for the garden.  

This spring nine boxes, each measuring 
10’ x 4’ x 1’ were available to rent for $30 
each. 

Contact the Our Town Foundation office at 
610-562-3106. for additional information.. 



 


